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MAY NEWSLETTER 2019 
 
FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
 
BBS at the 2019 AGRICULTURAL SHOW 
This was the first time in recent years that the Bermuda Botanical Society had a presence at the 
Bermuda Agricultural Show with a display, in the JJ Outerbridge Building, of some of Bermuda’s 
endemic and native plants. These included the iconic Bermuda Cedar, Juniperus bermudiana; 
Bermuda Palmetto, Sabal bermudana; Bermuda Olivewood Bark, Cassine laneana; along with other 
less well-known plants such as the Yellow wood, Zanthoxylum flavum and White Stopper, Eugenia 
axillaris. 
 
Numerous people stopped by to discuss the various plants, try out the interactive quiz, and take away 
information sheets about the work of the Society. Books and other documents were provided by 
Conservation Services. The Bermuda Audubon Society had given pamphlets that listed plants 
attractive to our local and migratory birds, and examples of bluebird boxes.   
 
The Government Information people took photos and there was also an impromptu radio interview with 
The Captain! 
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In Our Garden - Words by Diana and photos by Nigel Chudleigh 
 
The Sandpaper vine or Petrea volubilis was providing a spectacular display over the end of 
our slat house at the end of April into the first half of May. It is sometimes called Tropical 
wisteria and it is easy to see why. 
 
We obtained it some years ago as an unnamed mystery plant from a Botanical Society plant 
sale and it took us some years to realise what it was. 
 
There is one in the Sensory Garden at the Botanical Gardens, put there no doubt because of 
the rough undersurface of its leaves. 
 
It blooms several times a year, though we have yet to find out what triggers this amazing 
repeat display. 
 
Its flowers grow in a raceme or spray. The actual flowers are small and purple and last only a 
few days. What appears to be the flower is actually the bract, or base of the flower. A bract or 
sepal is usually green but that of the Petrea is blue and has an attractive star shaped flower-
like form. Bougainvillea and poinsettia are examples of plants that similarly have insignificant 
and short lived flowers, but attractive bracts. 
 

Many thanks to those who loaned the 
impressive collection of plants or 
volunteered their time at the display, 
Bermuda Audubon Society and 
Conservation Services for their 
assistance. 
 
Definitely worth repeating next year! 
 
Jennifer Flood 
President 
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Petrea volubilis is native to Central America and the Caribbean and was named in honour of Robert 
James Petre, an English patron of Botany. Volubilis means twining. Petrea is actually a small climbing 
shrub rather than a vine. 
	
	
	
MUSHROOMS AGAIN 
by George Peterich. 
 
I have been fascinated by mushrooms since my early youth, when my father taught me how 
to find the edible ones in the wood.  The most interesting thing is, that they are only a small 
part of a plant that is totally invisible, sometimes for many years. I will now tell a bit about 
mushroom collecting  
 
Mushrooms come in different categories: 
The good-looking ones that are not edible 
The good-looking ones that are edible 
The good-looking ones that are poisonous 
The ugly looking ones that are edible 
The ugly looking ones that are not edible, and  
The ugly looking ones that are edible and delicious 
The last and most dangerous group are the beautiful ones that are tasty, even delicious, but 
prove to be deadIy. 
 
Mindful of these qualifications, I once carefully tasted a tiny piece of a mushroom that I had 
found somewhere in British Columbia in the Canadian Rocky Mountains. It looked like the 
very edible Chanterelle, but it was white, instead of yellow. It tasted just like the Chanterelle, 
and there was a nice quantity of them on that site, but I had to leave it, with bleeding heart, I 
must say. The experience stayed in my memory. Years later Roger Philips, who came to 
speak for the Rose Society, visited, we came to speak about mushrooms, because he wrote 
much about them in his book “Wild Food:” It turned out that he had also written an 
encyclopaedic book about Mushrooms of North America.  When I told him about the white 
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mushrooms, he said that they were indeed Chanterelles: edible, and even more delicious than 
the European ones.  
 
I took the accompanying photo near St Mark’s Church. There is a stump of what was a Royal 
Poinciana on the side of the road. When driving by, one could not miss seeing the 
mushrooms on it, for they were there in really great numbers. Slightly ugly, I would say but 
both edible. The photo shows them. 
 

 
 

											 	
	

These (left) are the Oyster 
mushrooms that I wrote about before. 
Very good to eat, but alas this crop 
was too dry because of the lack of 
rain in the past days. If you look 
closely on the photo, you can also 
see few Wood ear mushrooms. I have 
written previously about them also. 
 
	

Another photo  (right) shows lovely 
little crowds of good looking, but not 
edible mushrooms, as seen in our 
garden. 
 
There will certainly be another 
mushroom-topic to write about in 
the future. 
 
 
Photos supplied by George 
Peterich. 
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MAURANDYA 
By George Peterich 
 
On one of my walks I found a lovely plant. It was the Roving Sailor. This plant is quite rare and I 
remembered that I had seen it in the Walsingham Nature Reserve, when Christine Watlington and I 
were looking there for a rare fern. This was years ago, so I told her about it and she said that there is 
another plant of the same genus in Bermuda. I looked that up and found the Climbing Foxglove. Then 
I remembered where I had seen it, so I went to check out that spot. Sure enough, there she was. Now 
I can show you photos of both. 
 
It is always interesting to look at the meaning and provenance of names. Here we have two plants that 
are related which is shown by the scientific or botanical names. Maurandya was named by Casimiro 
Gomez Ortega (see footnote), who in the 18th century, who was the creator and director of the Madrid 
Botanical Garden. He named it after his wife and partner in botany Catherine Pancrasia Maurandy. 
That makes this genus name unique because it ends with YA not the usual IA  
(Hint for the aspiring amateur botanist: take of the IA from the genus name, and find a person’s name 
– most often a botanist e.g. Dahlia, Fuchsia, sometimes only an A, like in Turnera).  
 
M. rubescens is the blushing Maurandya; M. scandens is the climbing Maurandya. The common 
names do not indicate their relationship, but they were given before scientists put them together in a 
genus by the shape of their flowers. However, the shape of the flower results in the common name 
Climbing Foxglove, for the flower resembles the one of the Foxglove. Digging further I found that the 
Foxglove or Digitalis, as it is also called, and Maurandya are in the same family: Plantaginaceae.  
 
If you want to see the Maurandya scandens, go to St. Paul’s Lane in Paget.  I am not telling you where 
to look, for this road is perhaps the shortest road in Bermuda. It connects Middle Rd. and South Rd.  
 
 

	
			Maurandya rubescens 						
	
   
 
Photos supplied by George Peterich.                                
                                                                                                                                Maurandya scandens 	
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From the Internet: 
In 1797 Casimiro Gómez Ortega provided the legitimate generic name, Maurandya.  
In 1798, Nikolaus Joseph von Jacquin  
published the orthographic variant (i.e. Missspelling)   Maurandia.[3]   
 
Casimiro Gómez de Ortega (4 March 1741, in Añover de Tajo, Spain – 30 August 1818, in Madrid, 
Spain)[1] was a Spanish physician, and botanist who was the First Professor of the Royal Botanical Garden 
of Madrid. Under Charles III of Spain Gómez de Ortega directed the formation of the Royal Botanical 
Garden as a place, in particular, to collect and study the new species of plants being identified by European 
explorers. Gómez de Ortega published extensively on plant species, and on the economic botany of plants 
collected during Spanish sponsored explorations of South America 

 
 
 
 
 
 
	

	

	

	
	
	

Obituary 
It is with sadness that we note the passing of Claudine Wilson. 
Claudine was one of the early members of the Botanical 
Society and always a faithful supporter of the organization. 
Perhaps of greatest significance, she worked closely with 
Roberta Dow on establishing the Visitors’ Centre in the 
Gardens.  Claudine was passionate about plants and had a 
lovely garden; many of us will have benefitted from Claudine’s 
love and knowledge of plants because she was a keen 
propagator and a big supporter of the Society’s plant sales – 
either supplying plants, pricing, or manning the till. Whenever I 
needed milkweed for school plant sales, Claudine was always 
happy to assist, handing me a trowel when I arrived and 
letting me help myself. 
 
Our condolences to her family and dear friends. 
 
Jolly good, Claudine. You will be missed. 
 
Submitted by Lisa Greene. Always quick with a smile and a 

twinkle in her eye, Claudine was 
soft-spoken, but with quiet (and 
sometimes steely) determination 
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Guest Lecture on Plant Conservation 
 
On March 13th, Mrs. Marge From, the Director of Plant Conservation at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo, 
gave a lecture for the society entitled “Conservation and Restoration of Rare Plants: and why it 
matters to each of us.” She discussed her over 20 years of work to micropropagate and cryopreserve 
rare plants from North America, Panama, China, Madagascar, South Africa and Bermuda. 

	
In particular, she spoke about the propagation and re-introduction of the 
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid (Platanthera praeclara) in the Nebraska 
sand hills, and the importance of protecting the Ogallala aquifer which 
underlies that habitat.  
 
Marge is passionate about demonstrating to people that plant 
conservation is about more than the plants. It is about preserving 
biodiversity and natural processes, as well as human wellbeing through 
nature appreciation, agriculture and plant-derived medicines. In her talk 
she noted that approximately 80,000 plant species are edible, but 
humans depend on only 20 plant species for 90% of our diet.  
	
	
	
	

Western	Prairie	Fringed	Orchid	(Photo:	M.	From)	
	

			

	
				Marge adding new Laffan’s Fern spores to the cryopreservation freezer       
for long-term storage. (Photo: A. Copeland) 

	
While Marge was in Bermuda, I was able to take her to the Bermuda Audubon Society nature reserve 
at Sear’s Cave where the Governor Laffan’s Fern has been growing since 2015. Afterwards the 
Botanical Society treated her to lunch at the lighthouse, where we had a good view of some passing 
whales. Marge and I are both grateful to Jennifer Flood and Lisa Greene for making her visit enjoyable 
and to the society members for their interest in this work. 
 
Alison Copeland 

Marge was in Bermuda to deliver 60 
in-vitro containers of the endemic 
Governor Laffan’s Fern (Diplazium 
laffanianum) to the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources 
as part of the species recovery 
programme. Since 2003 she has 
been propagating this extinct-in-the-
wild fern from spores in sterile 
conditions, and has developed 
techniques to encourage spore 
germination and root growth, and for 
spore storage. 
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Celebrating 100 years of Britton’s Flora of Bermuda 
By	Alison	Copeland	
	
February 28th this year marked the 101st anniversary of the publication of Nathaniel Lord Britton’s 
Illustrated Flora of Bermuda. I love this book firstly because it is the best resource on Bermuda’s 
plants, but also because it is fine example of Edwardian-era natural history writing and illustration. 
 
The 585-page book describes everything from seagrasses and rare endemic ferns, to fruit trees, 
ornamental plants and weeds. The final sections contain descriptions of fungi, mosses, algae and 
lichens, and for some species these remain the only account even 100 years later.  
 

In the introduction Britton describes, as he calls them, “the natural 
agencies of wind, ocean currents and birds” which brought the native 
vegetation to Bermuda (Britton, 1918).  He specifies that 146 flowering 
plants are native, along with 19 ferns and fern allies, 51 mosses, 80 
lichens, 238 algae and at least 175 fungi.  His introduction also lists by 
name the endemic plants. He tells us that 303 plants are naturalised, 
and 864 cultivated on the Island (Britton, 1918). His precision gives us a 
valuable snapshot of what Bermuda looked like, botanically-speaking, in 
the early 1900s.  
Some of the native species he describes have since been lost to us, 
making his notes hugely important. From my own work, I have often read 
the account of the Parsley Fern (Asplenium monteverdense) and Cut-
Leaved Brake (Anopteris hexagona), both no longer with us. 
 
 

The Bermudiana painting on the frontispiece of the Flora of Bermuda by Mary Emily Eaton 
 
The end of the book gives a 10-page glossary of terms used in the technical descriptions of each 
plant. This glossary is an invaluable resource for those trying to determine if a toothed leaf is serrate, 
dentate, crenate or something else entirely! 
 
For the glossary, keys, sketches, historical habitat notes, discussion of the taxonomy of each plant 
and sheer volume of the work, Britton’s Flora of Bermuda remains the go-to book on Bermudian plants 
a century after its publication.  Perhaps more interesting than the book itself is the man who wrote it. 
 
Nathaniel Lord Britton was born in New York in 1859. He studied geology as an undergraduate, 
working as a field assistant for the New Jersey Geological Survey, before turning his attention to 
botany (Merrill, 1938).  This geologic background is evidenced in Britton’s introduction to the Flora of 
Bermuda, where he describes in detail the geology of Bermuda, and the formation of its soils and 
habitats, particularly the caves and marshes. In 1881 he published his PhD thesis A Preliminary 
Catalogue of the Flora of New Jersey, and was appointed professor of botany at Columbia University.  
 
Dr. Britton married Elizabeth Gertrude Knight in August 1885. The Britton’s sailed to London three 
years later and visited the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew. Upon returning to New York, Mrs. Britton 
addressed a meeting of the Torrey Botanical Club, suggesting the city should have a similar public 
garden. After a significant fundraising campaign, the New York Botanic Garden was incorporated in 
the Bronx in 1891, and Nathaniel Britton became its first Director four years later.  
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Nathaniel	Lord	Britton	
(Photo:NYBG.org)			

	
	
Mrs. Britton is described as a “fervent fieldworker” and collector (Archives NYBG, 2003), and 
accompanied her husband on 23 Caribbean expeditions (Gleason, 1960). She had spent much of her 
childhood in the Caribbean on a Cuban sugar plantation owned by her grandfather (Archives NYBG, 
2003). 
 
Dr. and Mrs. Britton visited Bermuda between August 31st and September 20th 1905 with Stewardson 
Brown of the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia. Dr. Britton noted that they collected more 
than 3,000 specimens of about 400 plant species, mainly from the marshes and the Walsingham Tract 
(Britton, 1905). Brown was in Bermuda again in February and March 1908 and in May 1909, when 
another 300 species were collected. An official New York Botanic Gardens expedition between August 
26th and September 21st 1912 saw Dr. and Mrs. Britton and Stewardson Brown visit Bermuda once 
again, followed by trips to study fungi (Nov/Dec 1912), focused on cultivated plants (Sept 1913) and 
garden plants and cultivated fruit (May/June 1914). It was from these collections that Brown’s Notes 
on the Flora of the Bermudas (Brown, 1909) and much of Britton’s Flora of Bermuda were written. In 
all, Dr. Britton made 8 trips to Bermuda between 1905 and 1914 (Gleason, 1960). 
 
Nathaniel Britton retired from the New York Botanic Garden in 1929 to continue working on publishing 
his work and ideas. He was known among his colleagues for the motto “Get it into print” (Gleason, 
1960), which he clearly took to heart, as a list of his scientific writing between 1877 and 1936 (found in 
Merrill, 1938) covers 42 pages! 
 
Elizabeth Britton died on February 25th, 1934 and her husband followed months later on June 25th. 
Both Nathaniel and Elizabeth Britton left voluminous correspondence, which are housed in the 
Archives of the Mertz Library at the New York Botanic Garden, including 7 files associated with Dr. 
Britton’s preparation of the Flora of Bermuda.  
 
Print copies of the Flora of Bermuda are difficult to find, but it is available online as a large PDF from 
the Biodiversity Heritage Library . 
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In 1901 the Brittons undertook the first of what would become 
annual expeditions to the Caribbean, often at their own expense. 
In addition to his seminal work on Bermuda’s flora, Nathaniel 
Britton’s study of tropical botany during this part of his life resulted 
in a number of publications including a 4-part survey of the Botany 
of Porto Rico and the Virgin Islands (1923-30), The Bahama Flora 
(1920), Flora of Northern South America, Flora of Jamaica and a 
Catalogue of the Flora of Cuba (Merrill, 1938; Gleason, 1960).  
The Brittons and their associates collected extensively on these 
trips – both live material for the New York Botanic Garden, and 
also specimens for its fledgling herbarium and museum.  
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Bermuda	Cedar	sketch	from	Britton’s	Flora	of	Bermuda	

	
	
	
	
	
NEW WEBSITE 
Very	pleased	to	announce	the	launch	of	the	new	Botanical	Society	Website	to	be	found	at	
https://bermudabotanicalsociety.org/	
Here	you	can	find	previous	newsletters,	now	with	keynotes	to	help	find	just	what	you	are	looking	for,	and	the	
ability	to	renew	membership	on	line,	as	well	as	communicating	with	the	Committee.	It	is	also	linked	to	the	
Facebook	page	and	has	a	Calendar	showing	future	events.	
We	hope	to	add	other	features	in	the	future.		Any	suggestions	welcome.	
	
	

BOTANICAL GARDEN TOUR GUIDES – urgently needed! 
Interested	in	plants?	Enjoy	meeting	new	people?	Have	a	couple	of	hours	a	month	to	spend	on	a	very	
worthwhile	venture?	Consider	becoming	a	Tour	Guide	at	the	Botanical	Gardens.	Tours	are	held	on	a	Tuesday,	
Wednesday	and	Friday	morning,	10.30	am	–11.30	am.			
	Training	given.	You	don’t	have	to	be	a	botanist,	just	interested	and	curious	about	plants�	
	Contact	Jennifer:				jgflood@northrock.bm	
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES - 	mark	the	dates	in	your	calendar! 
 
Sunday, June 2nd 2019 
Medicinal Herb and Tea Tasting with renowned local naturopath, Kuni Frith ND - Sunday June 2nd, 3 
pm, Bermuda Botanical Gardens Horticultural Hall.  Limited places, please reserve your seat by 
emailing botanicalmembership@gmail.com   Members $5.00, Non-Members $10.00  
 
Sunday, November 24th 2019 
BBS AGM  3 pm  Bermuda Botanical Gardens, Horticultural Hall  
 
Other events being planned, stay tuned! 
 
 
 
 
 
Other items: 
 
If you have not already renewed your membership details and form are available on the 
BBS website. www.bermudabotanicalsociety.org      Thank you.   
 
Follow us on facebook at www.facebook.com-Bermuda-Botanical-Society  
 
 
 
 
	


