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FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 2019 
 
 

President’s Report: 
An Unexpected Turn of Events 
 
I attended the BBS 2018 AGM as a regular member, and to my surprise ended up leaving as 
the new President!   
 
Firstly, thanks to those who worked throughout 2018 - Alison and Lisa our knowledgeable tour 
guides who led explorations of a variety of areas, Helle for the informative newsletters, Peter, 
George and Helle for their work on the Scholarship Committee and the past President, Nigel, 
and Committee members for keeping the Society ticking over. 
 
The new committee met in January to formulate plans for the coming year which will include 
improvements to the BBS web page, improved communications with members, a display of 
endemic and native plants at the 2019 Agricultural Exhibition, fostering closer relations with 
schools and other like-minded organisations, along with the usual member events. It is also 
hoped to reinstitute the BBS Plant Sale that was so successful under the direction of former 
committee member Nigel Chudleigh. 
 
We hope members will be encouraged to engage in the activities, and volunteer to help with 
specific events. You are needed! 
 
World wide, species are becoming extinct at an alarming rate as a variety of threats, not least 
climate change, decimate environments.  
(https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/may/10/one-in-five-of-worlds-plant-species-
at-risk-of-extinction) These threats, along with the  local loss of land to development means it is 
important for us all to become guardians of Bermuda’s precious botanical heritage, preserve 
the few remaining endemics, preferably in their natural habitat, and encourage a love and care 
of our unique island environment.  
 
Your suggestions, comments and assistance are welcome as we strive to live up to the 
objectives of the BBS: 
 
“To encourage and support the study and promotion of the botanical sciences within Bermuda” 
 
 
Jennifer Flood 
President 



 
 
 
 

FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
	
BBS Christmas Party 
 
A most enjoyable time was had by all who attended the 2018 BBS Christmas Party, graciously 

hosted for a second year by George and Marijke Peterich.  It was an occasion to meet other 

members of the Society and enjoy refreshments.  An interesting quiz on National Trees had 

many of us puzzling, whilst we all know Bermuda Cedar and Canadian Maple - Albania??  For 

those who have not yet visited Woodlands, you have not only missed Christmas Cheer, but 

also a chance to see an amazing collection of well established cacti that have found a home on 

the welcoming verandah! 

 
Many thanks to the Peterichs for opening their lovely home once again. 
 

	
	



The World’s Tallest Palms by George Peterich. 
 
For many years I have been admiring a very tall and extremely slender palm, that can be seen at 

St. Mark’s Church in Smith Parish. This tree just bends over in the wind, and it has survived 

quite a few hurricanes. I do not know the name of this palm, nor how old it is, but it was there 

when Emily struck in 1987. 

Thinking about this palm I wondered what would be the tallest palms in the world? Looking that 

up on the Internet I found the Wax Palm, Ceroxylum quindiuense, native to Central Colombia. 

They grow there only in the Department of Quindío in the Cocora Valley.  

These palms are indeed spectacular. Trees of 50 metres are not uncommon and they can even 

reach 60 metres. Wax palms grow at high altitude (above 2000 metres) in the Andes,  in a humid 

and often foggy environment. They reach, so to speak, for the clouds. (There is also a separate 

population in Peru, also in the Andes).  

The trunks of these palms are covered in wax, and that has been harvested for the production of 

candles. This led to the cutting down of large trees, thus endangering the species. Another 

threat was the use of palm fronds for Palm Sunday celebrations for which young trees were 

mutilated and often killed. Fortunately, in 1985 a law was passed, making the palm a protected 

species 

This palm is the official national tree of Colombia.				

	

	
	



	
	
Note	the	man	standing	at	the	base	of	the	palm,	to	give	you	an	idea	of	the	immense	height!	
 
 
Ed. Note:  Now we have a challenge: to determine the species of the palm at St. Mark’s Church! 

Is it, or is it not: Pritchardia pacifica, the Fiji fan palm.	

	
Photos	supplied	by	George	Peterich.	
	
	
	



A VISIT TO THE VESEY NATURE RESERVE By George Peterich 
 
Under the guidance of Alison Copeland, a group of enthusiasts went on a tour of the Vesey 

Nature Reserve on December 9. This lovely piece of Bermuda was a gift to the National Trust 

and the Audubon Society in 2009 during their second Buy Back Bermuda Campaign.  

As one walks into the reserve and up over well-groomed paths, one is far from manmade noise 

and then there are lovely views over the Sound. A lot of work has been done planting Bermuda 

Cedars and Olivewood and above all to remove invasives, but that’ll be an ongoing battle. 

Despite this one has the feeling of being in unspoiled nature. 

 

Being a protected area, it is also a haven for a few rare plants. Alison showed us a few plants of 

particular interest that were new to me.  One plant, the Bermuda Bedstraw (Galium 

bermudense) was familiar, but just because I knew of a European plant, that in Holland is called 

Our Lady’s Bedstraw. So there must be a way to use it for bedding. I assume it would be used 

when it has been dried. We saw this plant with its dark blue berries. Its stems are square in 

cross-cut and are hairy, as are the leaves, making the plant slightly rough to the touch.  

 

 
Bedstraw flowers                                    Bedstraw fruit 

	
Then there was Pavonia spinifex, a lovely plant with yellow flowers, that looks a bit like the 

Bermuda Turnera, (Turnera ulmifolia) but is obviously in the Malllow family, whereas Turnera is 

in the Passifloraceae  



  
A third plant was Rhacoma, or Maidenberry, (Crossopetalum rhacoma) a shrub that has red 

berries. I have not been able to find out what crossopetalum means, but it must refer to the 

flowers. They are described as green, tinged with red, and inconspicuous. (The berries, by the 

way, are really drupes). The plant has ellipsoid leaves that are slightly serrated and are leathery, 

which is an advantage in the Bermuda climate. It is native to Florida, the West Indies and 

Bermuda and grows on limestone soils	

	
Rhacoma	foliage	and	fruit	
	
Last but not least we were shown a native fern, the Marsh Shield Fern, Thelypteris kunthii.  It 

was transplanted from a construction site, and may have a good chance of survival in the 

reserve. 

	
Photos supplied by Alison Copeland.



	
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 
February 5th and 6th 
The ATV hearing will be held in one of the commercial courts of the Supreme Court 
which is on the 2nd floor of the Government Administration Building on Parliament 
Street, Hamilton. 
It is expected to last for two days, beginning at 9:30 am on Tuesday, Feb 5th and 
concluding at 4:30 pm on Wednesday, Feb 6th.  If you are able to attend part of this 
hearing it would be very helpful. 
 
April 11 - 13 2019 
Agricultural Exhibition. 
Display of Bermuda Endemics and Natives organised by BBS 
Looking for volunteers -  
- someone with some carpentry skills to help set up the stand just before the Exhibition 
- people to assist at the stand over the 3 days  
 
If you are able to help please advise jgflood@northrock.bm 
 
 
Other items: 
 
If you have not already renewed your membership details and form are available on 
the BBS website. www.bermudabotanicalsociety.org      Thank you.  We are presently 
unable to add to the website, but you can access the information. Hoping to have a 
new web site by end of February. 
 
Follow us on facebook at www.facebook.com-Bermuda-Botanical-Society  
 
 
 

You might also be interested in: 
The Bermuda Zoological Society will be offering a GARDEN MANAGEMENT COURSE 
with talks by David Wingate and a field trip or two. 
The talks will be presented on March 12th and 14th in the evening, with the field trip/s on 
the 16th. 
If you’d like more information, contact Lisa Greene at elgreenebda@icloud.com or 
297-1804. 
	


